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A Hypothetical Model for
an Interest-Based Approach
to Remedial Reading
by Marsha L. Baumgarten

As the problem of illiteracy grows
in the United States, reviews of studies
lead to the belief that reading interest
material can assist troubled and nonreaders. A program to aid this situation
is the hypothetical Interest-Based
Reading Program. The theory of the
remedial reader reading interest
material is the concentration of the
Interest-Based Reading Program. This
method not only uses interest material
and its own elements, but also employs
techniques and sources of other
successful remedial reading approaches. These other successful
remedial reading approaches are the
Chapter I's Motivational Approach to
remedial reading, the Inferential
Training Technique, the Expository
Writing Program, and a LanguageExperience Approach. The positive
outcomes revealed in interest studies
material enable the Interest-Based
Reading Program the possibility of
being a successful remedial reader
catalyst.
Remedial readers have difficulty
paying attention. Giving remedial
readers reading materials of interest
initiates the following assumption.
When remedial readers have a subject
that is of interest to them, an attempt at
reading the material will be made, and
attention will be given to the projected
reading. The Interest-Based Reading
Program stresses the importance of
interest material to remedial readers.

The method of working with this
interest material is approached through
reading the interest material and
reinforcing the reading with methods of
the Language-Experience Approach.
The Interest-Based Reading Program is
used not only to improve remedial
readers' reading skills, but to enable
them to gain confidence in their reading
ability and attitude. In turn, these
Interest-Based Reading Program
techniques can then be applied to
content-area subjects, while still
utilizing the idea of subject interest
material.
Topic interest can show remedial
readers that their style of reading can
become better and help to develop
goals for better reading ability. This
concept is reinforced by using different
reading sources, i.e., magazines.
newspapers, comic books, field trips,
and reading games. An Interest-Based
Reading Program is a multi-faceted
program with positive products that
allow the remedial readers to become
interested in reading, and to realize the
many ways their reading abilities can
be enhanced.
The elements of this InterestBased Reading Program involve: 1)
Motivation through_interest in topics
that the remedial reader has chosen, 2)
Language-Experience Approach, 3)
Reading interest-based material
reinforces an attitude toward contentarea reading, and 4) Better reading

skills and comprehension are enforced
by this interest reading, which
contributes to the remedial reader's
reading confidence. Examining the
comparisons between the Interest-Based
Reading Program's elements and those
elements of the other successful reading
approaches positively reinforces the use
of the Interest-Based Reading Program.
It is encouraging to see how useful the
Interest-Based Reading Program can be
as a remedial approach. The InterestBased Reading Program's concept is
similar to the Chapter I's Motivational
Approach to remedial reading, and the
Language-Experience Approach.
The Interest-Based Reading
Program can be used as a remedial
reading approach. Table 1 lists all the
elements of the successful remedial
reading approaches and shows us that
the Interest-Based Reading Program
implements its own elements, in
addition to sharing some of the
elements of the successful remedial
reading approaches. The Interest-Based
Reading Program has actually, in a
sense, been tested through these
programs. Therefore, the Interest-Based
Reading Program's model is not limited
in scope to its Language-Experience
Approach element. Not only does the
Interest-Based Reading Program
correlate its elements with the elements
of some of the other programs, but an
Interest-Based Reading Program also
lets remedial readers choose their own
reading material and extend their
reading and comprehension skills to an
independent level.
The positive correlation between
the Interest-Based Reading Program
and the four other successful reading
approaches cited, confirms the validity
of the Interest-Based Reading Program
for use with remedial readers. The data
indicates that remedial readers better

understand the content of material that
is of interest. This interest material
concept can be incorporated with
elements of the Chapter I and
Language-Experience approaches. The
goal of the Interest-Based Reading
Program is to enable remedial readers
to enjoy reading, to improve their
reading comprehension skills, and to
enhance self-confidence and a feeling of
self-worth as related to their reading
accomplishments.
It was encouraging to see that the
Interest-Based Reading Program can be
useful as a remedial reading program.
Two out of the four successful reading
programs examined were in theory,
related to the concept of the InterestBased Reading Program. The Chapter I
Reading Program and the LanguageExperience Approach show similar
positlve aspects of the Interest-Based
Reading Program.
The Interest-Based Reading
Program hypothesizes that students
who read materials more directly
related to their areas of interest have
greater increases in their reading ability
and reading comprehension than those
students whose reading materials are
specified by a common curriculum
guide.
A positive incentive for remedial
readers can be accomplished through a
remedial reading program. Interestbased reading material definitely encourages remedial readers' progress.
This interest-based reading, along with
a program model, is needed to keep
remedial readers' image of reading
positive as well as progressive. As the
Interest-Based Reading Program is used
with remedial readers, the interest
material read is no longer limited to
casual reading. The Interest-Based
Reading Program can then be extended
into interest material of a content

nature, or be used with another one of
its elements to concentrate on specific
content area material.
Remedial readers should not only
succeed with their interest material, but
also be encouraged to continue as a
result of the reading skills and confidence they have acquired. Interestbased material encourages remedial
readers to want to learn, once they
discover that reading can be enjoyable.
It can extend students' knowledge in
many areas, including material which is
related to their content area, as well as
the content area subject itself. When
dealing with content area, the form of
the material to be read is what assists
the remedial reader. The Interest-Based
Reading concept is helpful to remedial
readers in any area where reading is
involved in learning.
When using an Interest-Based
Reading Program, it should be realized
that interest-based materials are not the
total solution to remedial readers'
disabilities. This brings about a concern
for a possible flaw in the Interest-Based
Reading Program. If only interest
materials are used with remedial
readers, they may not be as well
prepared as possible. Students may
conclude that all their reading and
schoolwork will be"fun", which may
result in a lack of attention and a
corresponding inability to increase their
reading skills. Remedial readers should
enjoy reading and feel more confident,
but within limits.
The Interest-Based Reading
Program is designed to assist and
encourage the remedial reader. Its use,
however, can be arranged in such a
manner that students will eventually
transfer these interest material concepts
into a content area, or a subheading of a
content area. This illustrates an
advantage of the Interest-Based

Reading Program. The concept of
interest-based material can be used to
help alleviate remedial readers' content
area difficulties. The material of the
content area can be incorporated with
the Interest-Based Reading Program by
using its approach to assist remedial
readers with their content area subject.
An Interest-Based Reading
Program can certainly enhance
remedial readers' reading ability and
reading skill confidence. To remedial
readers' advantage, the Interest-Based
Reading Program can give a sense of
encouragement, confidence, and
satisfaction in not only their reading,
but also in other areas of their growth
and learning.
The concept of interest material
can bring about a sense of security from
the familarity and/ or interest in the
topic to be read. With this interest
material, remedial readers' level of
attention is raised, and they are eager to
learn about the topic. This eagerness on
the part of remedial readers encourages
them to work and earn the rewards of
the reading and reading comprehension
skills acquired through this interestbased material. If more interest-based
materials were read, remedial students
would be able to upgrade their reading
level. If these students and their parents
work together on interest-based
reading, the overall result will be better
readers. As these remedial readers
continue working on interest-based
reading material, their reading ability
will rise significantly. The inherent
satisfaction related to successful task
completion will produce a positive
incentive for future achievement.
In closing, the Interest-Based
Reading Program appears to be useful
for remedial readers. It can be used in
conjunction with a wide range of
subjects, and offers numerous resources

from which to learn. These resources
include books, comics, newspapers, and
magazines. Use of the Interest-Based
Reading Program need not necessarily
be limited to children. It would appear
to be equally beneficial for adults. The
Interest-Based Reading Program's
elements, resources, and results are
broad, positive, self gratifying, and
readily available to assist in creating
better and more confident readers.
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Elements of all the Approaches Compared with each of the Reading Programs.
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Reading Program's Elements
Improved reading
Relating the information
to the student
Language project approach
Independent reading
Reading stimulators
Reading material is
generated by the student
Student's own language
is used
Subject is known by the student
Written and read at the
student's Independent level
Combines reading with writing
Reading and writing improved
"Think sheet" design
Strategies applied to the student's
own writing and reading
Textual clues
Relation of text due to prior
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Reader prediction
Extending to units of larger text
Interest of known topic
Language-Experience Approach
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L-E App.= Language-Experience Approach, E-W Prog. = Expository Writing
Program, ITT= Inferential Training Technique and IBR = Interest-Based Reading
Program. + = related, - = unrelated, and ? = possibly related.
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